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 The Catholic University of America is a faithfully Catholic global 
research university in Washington, D.C. As our mission states, 
we are “dedicated to advancing the dialogue between faith and 
reason” as we seek “to discover and impart the truth through 
excellence in teaching and research, all in service to the Church, 
the nation and the world.” Catholic University’s motto — God Is 
My Light — is a constant reminder of our origin and mission. 

We were founded in 1887 as the national, pontifical university 
of the Catholic Church. On that occasion, Pope Leo XIII urged 
Catholic University to “give to the Republic her best citizens.” 
For 134 years, our students have made distinctively Catholic 
contributions to the rapidly expanding world of knowledge — 
contributions that advance the common good, and help our 
country and Church achieve their highest ideals, marrying the 
wisdom of tradition with the most advanced work in science  
and technology.

Building on years of robust efforts to solidify Catholic identity 
grounded in Pope Saint John Paul II’s Ex Corde Ecclesiae, hire the 
best faculty and staff, expand our research capacities, transform the 
campus and the student experience, and set records in philanthropic 
giving, Catholic University is ready to achieve new heights of 
excellence as the premiere Catholic university in the nation. 

Introduction 

3,055
Undergraduate Students

2,311
Graduate Students



Loving God and neighbor are at the heart of our mission. In all 
that we do — academics, research, student life — we keep an eye 
toward that mission.

Worship and welcome. While 80% of our undergraduate 
students are Catholic, students from all faith traditions are welcomed 
at Catholic University. Our students enjoy many opportunities 
to celebrate and grow in their faith. Mass is offered daily, both on 
campus and at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception. Especially popular are Sunday Masses in campus 
chapels with student-run music and liturgy. 

Service. From our commitment to love God there naturally 
flows a deep commitment to serve our neighbor. There are local 
service opportunities every day of the week. Each fall semester, 
hundreds of students, faculty, and staff turn out for our annual 
Mother Teresa Day of Service. In the spring semester, just as 
many turn out for our MLK Jr. Day of Service. On both days, the 
University community fans out across Washington, D.C., to help 
those in need and put the Catholic University mission into action.

More than 40% of Catholic University students regularly participate 
in community service. They have been honored by the NCAA and 
Catholic Volunteer Network for national leadership in giving back 
to the community. The University is ranked #9 for Most Engaged in 
Community Service in the Princeton Review selection of America’s 
Best 386 Colleges. 

A Community of Faith

Catholic University is the only 
university in the United States  

to have been visited by  
THREE popes, most recently  

Pope Francis in 2015.

Catholic University is the 
ONLY American university with 
ecclesiastical faculties granting 
canonical degrees in canon law, 

philosophy, and theology.



Catholic University attracts students from across the United States, and 
more than 500 international students study in our undergraduate and 
graduate programs each year. From our campus in Rome to our numerous 
education-abroad programs, our students take advantage of a world of 
possibilities on campus, in Washington, D.C., and around the world.

Residential. Catholic University offers a residential experience that gives 
students opportunities to do it all — compete in sports, run for student 
government, present their own research at University Research Day, attend 
Mass, volunteer at a food bank, and land a valuable internship on Capitol 
Hill or in private industry. 

Athletics. In our Cardinal Athletics program, the words “student” and 
“athlete” always go together. Our coaches make academic achievement 

a priority. Our student-athletes aren’t just smart, they also win. Catholic 
University received the Landmark Conference President’s Trophy for the 
best overall athletics program for the 2020–2021 academic year — the 
third time the program won the trophy in less than 10 years.

Internships. In an academic year, there are more than 3,000 internship 
opportunities available to Catholic University students. As might be 
expected, our politics majors consistently secure coveted Capitol Hill 
internships. But the D.C. area is rich with opportunities far beyond politics. 
Our students are interning at the World Bank, Children’s National Medical 
Center, embassies, NIH, FDA, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, 
Lockheed Martin, Catholic Charities, and John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

Our Students Will Impress You

25
Division III Teams in the 

Cardinal Athletics Program

23%
of Undergraduates  

are Student-Athletes

80%
of Students Completed  
at Least One Internship

115
Study Abroad Programs in  

37 Countries Across Six Continents



Largest, greenest. With 176 acres, Catholic University has 
the largest, greenest campus among all colleges and universities 
in Washington, D.C. The picturesque campus is rich with lawns, 
flowers, and trees — including plenty of the District’s signature 
cherry blossom trees. 

The University is part of Brookland, one of Washington’s 
destination neighborhoods. A little more than a decade ago, 
the University partnered with the city to create Monroe Street 
Market, a Brookland development that sits on the border of 
campus. It offers the feel of a college town and features new 
apartment buildings, restaurants, shops, an Arts Walk, and a 
farmers market. It sits next door to the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, the largest Catholic 
church in North America, and a frequent site for University 
liturgies and ceremonies. 

Convenient, accessible. The campus is three and a half 
miles from Capitol Hill, or just three stops on the Metro. The 
Brookland-CUA Metro stop borders campus and provides 
easy access for students to all the nation’s capital has to offer — 
museums, restaurants, monuments, professional sports, and 
internship and job opportunities.

Students almost always name “location” among their top reasons 
for attending Catholic University. The spacious, green residential 
campus within a major city creates a unique and memorable 
college experience.

Prime Location

100%
of Campus Energy Use is Offset  
by Renewable Energy Credits

3.5
Miles from Campus  

to Capitol Hill



Our ambitions are to achieve Carnegie R1 status. We can already boast that 
every tenure-track and tenured professor in our Biology Department has 
received research funding from the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

Partnerships. In July 2021, the University announced the largest 
single research grant in its history — $64.1 million from NASA, which 
establishes the Partnership for Heliophysics and Space Environment 
Research. The news came soon after NASA extended funding for the 
Center for Research and Exploration in Space Science and Technology 
II program through March 2027. The two awards push NASA-funded 
projects to more than $90 million over the next five years.

With more than $80 million in outside funding, the Vitreous State 
Laboratory (VSL) is focused on the study of glass and its many uses. 
Through a process called vitrification, VSL experts have developed 
methods to efficiently transform highly radioactive nuclear waste into 
stable glass that can be disposed of safely, providing support to nuclear 
facilities in the United States, Japan, and the United Kingdom.

Interdisciplinary. Our more than 150 program offerings exhibit 
extraordinary breadth, spanning the disciplines of the humanities, sciences, 
engineering, social sciences, arts, professions, and ecclesiastical programs. 
Faculty at Catholic University boast impressive credentials. Many are 
nationally and internationally recognized experts in their fields of study. 
Faculty pride themselves on getting to know students in mentorship 
capacities, often inviting them to join their research programs, where they 
work side-by-side with graduate students. Faculty are widely supported with 
funding from such agencies as NASA, NIH, DOD, DOE, and NSF.

University Research Day. Launched in 2016, it has become a 
much-anticipated annual event. The spring 2021 Research Day featured 
192 different projects and presentations, primarily from students but 
also faculty. Research Day spotlights the wide array of research across all 
areas of academic study, including internationally recognized discoveries 
in areas of space weather, innovative bacteriophage vaccine platforms, 
sacred architecture, and suicide prevention. Everyone has the chance to 
see and learn from each other’s work. 

Research-1 Ambitions



Light the Way is the University’s first comprehensive campaign, and our most ambitious campaign to date. The 
$400 million goal was reached in October 2021, six months ahead of its planned conclusion. The University 
has extended the Campaign through 2023 with a new goal of $500 million.

The impact of the Campaign has already been transformational to the University, with the prospect of even 
greater things to come: 

• Through $55 million in new endowed and current-
use scholarships, as many as 3,000 students 
will have financial support to pursue a Catholic 
University education.

• The University’s endowment, its fiscal foundation, 
will grow by at least 25% — with a goal of $60 
million in new funds raised by the Campaign’s 
conclusion. The University’s pooled investments 
are currently more than $475 million.

• The addition of 12 fully endowed professorships 
in fields as diverse as physics, Church history, 
engineering, and business will double the number 
of fully endowed faculty chairs.

• Groundbreaking for a new nursing and sciences 
building for the Conway School of Nursing will 
take place in December 2021.

• An improved recreation center and a contemporary 
dining commons, which will open in 2022, will 
enhance the health and wellness of our community.

• The Fund for Catholic University will provide 
more than $22 million in flexible support for 
students and programs.

The Campaign for Catholic University

$400M
Campaign Goal Met Six Months Early

12
New Professorships Already Fully Endowed 



Geographical reach. The University is expanding its reach with the 
opening of two new locations in the past year. In Tucson, Arizona, we have 
partnered with Pima Community College to offer students an affordable 
business degree from Catholic University. The program comes with schol-
arship backing from local business leaders. In Alexandria, Virginia, the 
University also has a new location, which primarily serves adult learners with 
evening classes that lead to professional certifications and bachelor’s degrees.

21st century nursing school. And as we extend our reach beyond 
Washington, D.C., we are expanding on campus as well. The Conway 
School of Nursing, ranked among the best in the nation, is poised to double 
(or more) its enrollment with the funding of a new nursing and sciences 
building. Much of the funding comes from the generosity of Bill and Joanne 
Conway, whose support to the school has totaled $80 million since 2013, 
including full and partial scholarships to more than 200 nursing students.

Diversity. In fall 2021, the University released recommendations based 
on the yearlong work of the Sister Thea Bowman Committee that looked 
at issues of racial justice and diversity. The recommendations address 
academic affairs, community building, external affairs, personal formation, 
and workforce development and call on the University community to 
identify structures of injustice and sin while encouraging understanding 
and reconciliation. The report was released in November with a campus 
event co-hosted by the Student Government Association and the Office of 
the President.

Sustainability. At the heart of the University’s strong sustainability 
commitment is Pope Francis’ call for an ecological conversion in his 
encyclical “Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home.” A three-part 
energy project, which began in 2016, significantly reduced natural gas, 

electrical, and water consumption. The University has one of the largest 
solar installations in the District of Columbia with immediate plans for 
a major expansion. All electricity is purchased with green e-certificates. 
The University also instituted a zero-waste initiative. It is consistently 
recognized as a Tree Campus USA (more than 1,200 trees on 176 acres), 
among many other environmental accolades. The Edward M. Crough 
Center for Architectural Studies is the first building in the nation to be 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) EB: O&M 
(Existing Buildings Operations and Maintenance) certified by students. 
Catholic University is one of the first universities in the world that 
committed to participating in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform initiated 
by Pope Francis to encourage institutions to make sustainability goals a 
top priority.

Accessibility. Demonstrating our commitment to Washington, D.C., 
and underserved students, the University recently partnered with local 
non-profit District of Columbia College Access Program (DC-CAP) to 
expand college access for District public and public charter high school 
students. The scholars will receive renewable financial assistance from the 
University, which is the DC-CAP’s only private and only District-based 
university partner.

Managing COVID. An area of particular satisfaction for the University 
was its effective management throughout the COVID pandemic. We were 
the only university in the District of Columbia to bring a significant number 
of students back to campus in fall 2020 and we supported our students 
undergoing hardship with a Crisis Fund that raised more than $1 million 
distributed directly to students. We continue to work closely with the entire 
University community to follow the guidance of the “Keep Catholic Safe” 
campaign that has served us well so far.

What We’re Working On



• School of Architecture and Planning
• School of Arts and Sciences
• The Tim and Steph Busch School of Business
• School of Canon Law
• School of Engineering
• Columbus School of Law
• Benjamin T. Rome School of Music, Drama, and Art
• Conway School of Nursing
• Metropolitan School of Professional Studies
• National Catholic School of Social Service
• School of Philosophy
• School of Theology and Religious Studies

Schools at the University

• #21 in the nation of “Best Green Colleges in the U.S.” 
according to College Consensus

• #136 overall ranking in U.S. News and World Report

• #83 for best value

• #5 for online master’s in nursing program

• #27 for best graduate nursing programs

At a Glance

95%
of First-year Students Received Scholarships  

and/or Grants over the Last Three Years

$15–32K
Merit-Based  

Scholarships Range 



The President of Catholic University reports to the Board of Trustees and is responsible 
for the academic and administrative leadership of the University. The University has a 
talented, dedicated, and collaborative team of senior administrators who report directly 
to the President:
• Provost
• Vice President for Finance and Treasurer
• Vice President for Student Affairs
• Vice President for University Communications
• Vice President for Enrollment Management
• Vice President for University Advancement
• General Counsel
• Chief of Staff and Counselor to the President

The Role



The President will lead the development of 
and implement a vision that supports Catholic 
University’s goals, which include:

• Ensuring that every aspect of the University is 
clearly and comprehensively grounded in its 
Catholic identity.

• Aiming for the highest standards of academic 
and professional excellence.

• Providing a vibrant, challenging, and uplifting 
collegiate experience.

• Offering a demanding, efficient, productive, 
and rewarding work environment.

• Using the University’s distinctive identity as a 
basis for securing the resources needed to fund 
strategic goals.

In developing, leading, and aligning stakeholders 
around a strategic vision, the President will have 
the opportunity to focus on the following:

Provide inspirational leadership. 
• In partnership with the Board of Trustees, 

lead the development of a vision to chart a 
thriving future for the University, recognizing 
its Catholic mission, values, and strengths.

• Unify constituents to work collaboratively 
toward common goals and priorities.

• During a time of demographic shifts and 
increased competition, support initiatives that 
enhance the student experience and strengthen 
enrollment. 

Raise visibility and resources. 
• Building on the momentum of the successful 

Light the Way campaign, lead ambitious 
fundraising efforts to support Catholic 
University’s outstanding faculty and programs.

• Elevate the University’s profile nationally and 
internationally and promote it to a wider 
audience by articulating its core values, its 
unique position among peer institutions, and 
its many comparative advantages. 

Build capacity. 
• Advance the University’s ambitious research 

agenda toward Research-1 status by investing 
in the research infrastructure.

• Invest in the University’s undergraduate and 
graduate education, research and scholarly 
activity, and the development of faculty, staff, 
and students.

• Encourage the recruitment, development, and 
retention of talented faculty and staff.

• Cultivate a positive working environment 
to support the attraction, development, and 
retention of talented and diverse faculty and staff.

• Foster a climate of equity and belonging on a 
campus committed to institutionalizing these 
ideals in culture, norms, and policies.

• Foster collaborative relationships with 
organizations outside the University to 
strengthen the culture of innovation, creativity, 
and philanthropy across the University. 

Priorities



Catholic University is seeking a transformational, strategic, and 
inspirational leader who will engage all constituents in advancing 
the University’s central mission and supporting its core values. 
The President will be an accomplished academic leader with 
the experience and skills to build on the University’s many 
strengths. The President should have qualifications and personal 
characteristics that are well matched with the University’s values, 
achievements, and aspirations. Strong candidates are expected to 
demonstrate the following:

• A love for and a desire to faithfully serve the Church. A practicing 
Catholic with a deep understanding of the value of Catholic 
higher education, Catholic University’s pontifical status, and its 
relationship with the Holy See.

• A commitment to the teachings of the Catholic Church, 
demonstrated by a willingness to advance and defend those 
principles.

• Strong academic credentials, including a preference for a terminal 
degree or tenure as a full professor.

• Visionary and strategic leadership skills.

• Humble, transparent, and consultative style of decision making.

• Extraordinary communication skills, including writing, public 
speaking, and active listening.

• Creative problem solver who is undaunted by challenges.

• High emotional intelligence and strong interpersonal skills. 
Prudence in observing the challenges posed to a faithfully 
Catholic institution in contemporary society.

• Strong moral compass and impeccable integrity.

Qualifications



Nominations, inquiries, and expressions of interest should be directed to: 
catholicu@russellreynolds.com

The Catholic University of America is an affirmative/equal opportunity institution and welcomes applications from women, minorities, Vietnam era veterans, 
and people with disabilities. All employees must be able to affirm and support the mission of the University in performing their duties.

Contact


